With identity theft on the rise, protecting your personal information is more important than ever.  A new law known as the FACT Act was passed to help consumers monitor their credit and protect themselves against inaccuracies on their reports due to error or fraud. The new law allows the general public access to a free credit report at their request each year from each of the three major credit bureaus (Experian, TransUnion, and Equifax).   A centralized source was created to help consumers have access to each of the three major bureaus. However, be aware that many companies claim to offer a free credit report or credit score, but require a paid enrollment in their credit monitoring service. 
www.annualcreditreport.com – Free copy of your credit report.  You can request one report from each company every year.  A smart practice is to request one report from a different company every four months.   
www.creditkarma.com – Free credit score.  

